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Abstract
This review delves into the rapidly growing influence of Artificial Intelligence (AI) across various medical domains, focusing on its
advancements in areas such as diagnostics, medical imaging, treatment planning, Electronic Health Records (EHRs) and the discovery of
new drugs. It underscores AI’s pivotal role in enhancing the accuracy and efficiency of diagnoses, particularly in the fields of radiology
and pathology. This includes the use of convolutional neural networks and ensemble learning for analyzing medical images. The article
also examines how AI aids in precision medicine and in devising personalized treatment plans by utilizing patient-specific data and genetic
information, thereby improving decision-making processes. The integration of AI into EHRs is explored, with a special emphasis on
predictive analytics and clinical decision support systems (CDSS), aiming to elevate patient care and clinical outcomes. Furthermore, the
review touches on AI’s revolutionary impact in the realm of drug development, where it expedites drug discovery and repurposing using
advanced machine learning and deep learning techniques. Looking ahead, the potential future paths of AI in healthcare include furthering
precision medicine, merging AI with robotic technologies and enhancing communication through natural language processing. For
effective AI implementation in healthcare, concerted efforts in ethical considerations and regulatory compliance are necessary. The
application of AI in healthcare highlights the urgent need for cross-disciplinary collaboration and a patient-focused approach to fully
harness AI’s capabilities in the medical field.
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INTRODUCTION

In recent times, the emergence of AI has shown the
capacity to transform numerous industries, notably healthcare
and pharmaceuticals. The increase in data availability and
enhanced processing power has enabled AI to find diverse
applications in healthcare, significantly influencing the
diagnosis, treatment and management of diseases1. This
article offers an extensive overview of the present and
potential future roles of AI in medicine. A variety of methods
and technologies collectively known as “artificial intelligence”
have enabled machines to replicate human intelligence,
performing tasks that were once only possible with human
thought. In the healthcare field, there is a growing use of
algorithms and models created by AI, which help in quickly
utilizing knowledge obtained from large datasets of medical
information.

Artificial intelligence may have significant implications for
the healthcare sector. Radiologists and pathologists are
getting help from AI systems to examine medical pictures
more quickly and accurately2. By enabling machine learning
models to examine patient data and propose individualized
therapy alternatives, AI has also aided treatment planning and
precision medicine3. The integration of AI into healthcare has
brought about significant advancements, particularly in the
realm of treatment planning and precision medicine. By
harnessing the power of machine learning models, AI can
analyze intricate patient data, enabling healthcare
professionals to design more personalized and effective
treatment strategies4. This approach represents a major leap
from traditional one-size-fits-all treatment methods, as it
considers the unique genetic makeup, lifestyle and health
history of each patient.

Electronic health records stand at the forefront of this
revolution. When augmented with AI capabilities, EHRs
transform from mere repositories of patient information into
dynamic tools that enhance healthcare delivery. AI algorithms
can sift through vast amounts of patient data, identifying
patterns and insights that might escape human scrutiny. This
not only aids in better management of patient data but also
supports clinical decision-making. Healthcare providers can
use these insights to make more informed decisions, tailoring
treatments to the specific needs and medical histories of their
patients, thereby improving patient outcomes5.

The capability of AI to handle and examine vast amounts
of biological data plays a crucial role not just in confronting
the immediate problems brought about by emerging diseases
as COVID-19 but also in establishing a framework for
managing upcoming worldwide health emergencies. In our
research, we rely extensively on AI and computational tools for

exploring phenomena related to diseases and for the
discovery of new pharmaceuticals. This reliance on technology
not only enhances our current understanding but also paves
the way for more efficient and effective responses to health
challenges in the future6,7. In this research, essential elements
of COVID-19 were delved and illustrated the transformative
potential of AI in managing pandemic situations. The primary
phase of our investigation concentrated on the virtual
screening process and the repurposing of drugs already
approved by the FDA to target the viral proteases. This
method highlights the proficiency of AI in swiftly pinpointing
viable treatment options through the extensive analysis of
large datasets. Such a strategy not only expedites the process
of discovering new drugs but also enhances the effectiveness
of current medications. This was evident in the case of
ribavirin and other compounds we identified, which
demonstrated how intelligent applications can be a pivotal
tool in rapidly responding to global health crises by optimizing
the application of existing pharmaceutical resources8,9.

While AI holds the promise of transforming the healthcare
and pharmaceutical industries, realizing this potential is
challenging. It is crucial to address ethical issues, data privacy
and biases in algorithms with great care. Nevertheless, the
area is ripe with opportunities for research, collaboration and
developing innovative AI applications in healthcare, indicating
a bright future. The later sections of final this review will
explore the various applications of AI in healthcare, such as in
the diagnosis, treatment planning and management of
medications. Recognizing its potential advantages and
drawbacks is essential before AI can effectively enhance
patient outcomes and revolutionize the medical sector.

Figure 1 provides a detailed overview of the data mining
process in healthcare using AI, emphasizing its role in
enhancing patient care. It outlines the stages from collecting
basic demographic information and clinical data to
synthesizing complex health-related information. The
flowchart begins with acquiring various data types, including
demographic details, drug sensitivities and environmental
factors, ensuring a comprehensive understanding of factors
influencing patient health. It then explores the integration of
diverse datasets in the “Clinical Studies” section, showing how
AI handles  both  structured  and  unstructured  data,  such as
physician’s notes and operation details. The focal point is a
digital device displaying real-time patient e.g. body
temperatures, illustrating AI’s role in continuous monitoring
and anomaly detection. Overall, the figure highlights AI’s
capacity to rapidly process vast medical data volumes, aiding
in pattern identification and supporting more personalized,
timely clinical decision-making, displaying a data-driven, AI-
enhanced future in healthcare management.
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Fig. 1: A comprehensive view of the data mining process of patient details using artificial intelligence
This image was created using a combination of tools, employing the SlideTeam server and the Wondershare EdrawMax software version 10.5.4., which are
licensed to the author
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Overview of artificial intelligence: Researchers in AI in
computers work toward creating robots with human-like
intelligence10. A few AI-system characteristics are learning,
reasoning, decision-making and adaptability. The AI has
attracted much attention in the healthcare industry with the
potential to improve healthcare delivery, patient outcomes
and staff efficiency. Several AI-related tactics and processes are
used in the healthcare industry, each with its benefits.
Machine learning is a branch of AI widely used in the
healthcare industry11. This method allows computers to
optimize themselves by examining data without being
explicitly taught how to do so. In contrast to human observers,
machine learning algorithms are adept at discovering patterns
in large datasets. Image analysis, disease prediction, therapy
planning and individualized medicine are just a few of the
many medical applications of machine learning.

Deep learning, a subset of machine learning, mimics the
brain’s  way  of  processing  and  structuring  information
through artificial neural networks12. By employing deep neural
networks, which consist of multiple layers of interconnected
nodes  (neurons),  it  becomes  possible to analyze intricate
data and derive meaningful insights. Notably, deep learning
has demonstrated significant potential in fields such as
diagnosing  diseases  through  X-rays,  CT scans and
identifying  anomalies  in  pathology  slides13. Natural
language processing (NLP) aims to develop methods for
automating machine comprehension and interaction with
human speech14. A combination of linguistics, AI and speech
recognition technology is used. Clinical note extraction,
medical  literature  analysis  and  conversational  user
interfaces  are  just  a  few  of  the  numerous  uses of NLP in
the healthcare industry.

Robotics and automation driven by AI are revolutionizing
the healthcare sector by  easing  the  process  of  everything
from surgery to medication distribution15. Robotic surgical
equipment greatly enhances surgeons’ ability to execute
delicate operations with pinpoint accuracy and little collateral
tissue damage. Medication delivery, stock management and
patient monitoring are just a few examples of healthcare
operations that might benefit from the assistance of
autonomous robots16.

“Expert systems” are AI algorithms designed to simulate
the skills and expertise of human specialists. They employ rule-
based reasoning and inference engines to provide
recommendations for diagnostics, therapies and clinical
decision support17,18.

The instances of AI applications in healthcare mentioned
here represent just a small fraction of its overall use. It is crucial
to acknowledge that AI is a rapidly advancing field, continually

bringing forth fresh concepts and tools. The driving force
behind AI’s integration into healthcare is the abundance of
extensive healthcare data, including EHRs, medical imaging,
genetic information and academic research. The AI algorithms
are adept at synthesizing and interpreting data from various
sources, allowing them to identify patterns, make predictions
and enhance the accuracy of diagnoses, treatment strategies
and overall patient management.

AI applications in medicine: A comprehensive schematic
overview, illustrating the multifaceted roles of AI in
revolutionizing the medical field was illustrated in Fig. 2. This
overview is divided into four key areas, each demonstrating a
unique application of AI. Firstly, AI significantly enhances
diagnostic processes and refines medical imaging techniques,
leading to more accurate and timely diagnoses. This includes
the use of sophisticated algorithms for interpreting complex
imaging data, which aids clinicians in detecting diseases with
greater precision. Secondly, AI has important role in
developing personalized treatment plans and furthering the
progress in precision medicine. This involves utilizing AI to
analyze vast amounts of patient data, thereby enabling
customized treatment strategies that are tailored to individual
patient needs and genetic profiles. Thirdly, the integration of
AI into electronic health records, emphasizing its contribution
to improved clinical decision support. Lastly, AI’s innovative
application in the realm of drug discovery and development
is important application. This involves leveraging AI algorithms
to accelerate the identification of potential therapeutic
compounds and streamline the drug development process,
thereby reducing costs and timeframes associated with
bringing new drugs to market.

Diagnostics and imaging: Artificial intelligence has made
significant progress in the medical industry, especially in
diagnosis and imaging. The AI approaches used in medical
image processing have had the most impact on radiology and
pathology18. It is anticipated that the speed and accuracy of
patient diagnoses will increase as AI algorithms are rapidly
implemented to aid in processing complicated medical
imagery. In radiology, specifically in the detection and
classification  of different abnormalities in medical imaging
like X-rays, CT scans and MRIs, AI systems have shown
exceptional competence19. These programs might examine
pictures  for  indications  of  cancer,  fractured  bones and
other  conditions  requiring medical treatment. AI-based
image analysis might be useful for radiologists by
automatically identifying and flagging potentially
troublesome locations.

4



Int. J. Pharmacol., 20 (1): 1-10, 2024

Fig. 2: A schematic overview of the diverse applications of AI in the field of medicine
This image was created using a combination of tools, employing the Wondershare EdrawMax software version 10.5.4. and SlideTeam server, which are licensed
to the author

Artificial intelligence has also made tremendous progress
in pathology. Artificial intelligence systems that examine
histopathology  slides  might  aid  pathologists  in detecting
and diagnosing illnesses like cancer. These algorithms may
examine tissue samples, locate cancer cells and report findings
to aid diagnosis and treatment planning. The AI in pathology
might enhance diagnostic accuracy and turnaround time,
leading to better patient health outcomes20,21.

Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs) are an AI method
utilized in medical diagnostics because of their superior
performance in analyzing medical images. They may help with
correct illness identification and categorization due to their
capacity to learn hierarchical representations of pictures. The
CNNs may be used in various settings, such as in CT scans for
lung nodule detection and retinal pictures for diagnosing
diabetic retinopathy or intracranial hemorrhages22,23. The
classification of medical pictures may be taught to regular
support vector machines. They have helped in the detection
of benign and malignant breast imaging abnormalities.
“Ensemble learning,” in which many models are used to
enhance one another, increases reliability and accuracy24.
Medical image analysis has used ensemble learning methods
like random forests and gradient boosting to enhance illness
categorization and prognosis25.

The  use  of  AI  in   medical   imaging   and  diagnostics
was  shown  in  Fig.  3.  It  illustrates  a  step-by-step  process
where various medical images and data go through
computational analysis, highlighting the integration of AI in
interpreting    complex    biological   information.   The  figure

encapsulates  the  concept  of  AI  as  a  powerful  tool in
medical  imaging  and   diagnostics,   capable   of   handling
and   analyzing    data    from    cellular   to   organismal  levels
to  aid  healthcare  professionals  in  making  informed
decisions.

Treatment planning and precision medicine: Recently, AI has
shown promise in tailoring treatment plans and procedures to
individual patients. The AI might help doctors sift through
patient records, genetic  profiles  and  the  latest  medical 
research to find the best therapy options. By analyzing patient
data and clinical advice, AI systems of the future can design
individualized treatment programs for individuals based on
their unique genetic makeup, comorbid conditions and
responses to medications26,27. These algorithms aim to find the
safest and most effective way to combine medications and
change dosages to treat patients28. The AI-driven treatment
planning may aid doctors in weighing several considerations
when deciding on a course of action. Artificial intelligence has
also altered the practice of precision medicine. This area of
medicine focuses on personalizing treatment based on the
specifics of each patient26,27. Artificial intelligence systems
might analyze patient data to determine which patient
subgroups benefit most from a treatment or therapy. This
improves patient care by allowing clinicians to make more
educated judgments without resorting to trial-and-error
methods. Diseases including cancer, cardiovascular disease
and neurological problems may all be helped by AI-driven
precision medicine29-31.
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Fig. 3: Applications of AI in medical imaging
This image was created using a combination of tools, employing the Wondershare EdrawMax software version 10.5.4. and Motifolio PowerPoint medicine and
biology bundles, which are licensed to the author and the open source Servier Medical Art templates

6



Int. J. Pharmacol., 20 (1): 1-10, 2024

The  clinical  decision  support  system  (CDSS)  is  an
example of an AI-based tool or model used in therapeutic
planning. This method selects treatments based on scientific
information from patient records, published research and
expert opinion. The CDSS can create individualized treatment
plans and prescribe effective medications by analyzing patient
characteristics, treatment histories and results using AI
techniques like machine learning32. Mutations, genetic
markers and biomarkers linked with a broad variety of illnesses
have been discovered thanks in large part to the application
of AI algorithms to the analysis of genetic data. This data
might inform predictions regarding disease progression,
treatment efficacy, optimal targeted therapy as well as
exploring rare diseases33.

The efficacy of therapy or the likelihood of adverse effects
may be predicted using AI-enhanced prediction models. These
models use the patient’s demographic, medical history,
genetics and proposed treatment strategies to provide
accurate prognoses34.

Electronic health records and clinical decision support: The
application of AI in EHRs for healthcare data analysis and
decision-making support offers substantial room for
enhancement. The EHRs contain a vast array of patient data,
ripe for AI algorithms to extract insights, forecast patient
outcomes and discern trends that could impact care choices.
One of the key roles of AI in EHRs is in predictive analytics. By
analyzing data like patient demographics, medical histories,
diagnostic results and treatment responses, AI systems can
make forward-looking predictions. This capability of AI can
significantly assist healthcare professionals in evaluating risks,
predicting disease outcomes and tailoring patient-specific
treatments by meticulously examining extensive datasets for
patterns and correlations. The integration of predictive
analytics through AI in EHRs paves the way for improved, more
anticipatory care for each patient35,36.

The AI algorithms may find patterns and connections in
EHR data that will be invisible to human eyes. Artificial
intelligence can analyze vast datasets to find relationships
between symptoms, diagnostic findings and treatment
outcomes37. This may aid medical research into illnesses,
treatments and their potential negative effects. Improved
diagnostic accuracy and quicker treatment timeframes may be
possible thanks to AI-enhanced pattern identification in EHRs.

Within EHRs, CDSS also heavily relies on AI. To offer
clinicians evidence-based suggestions and warnings, CDSS
combines AI algorithms with EHR data at the point of care.
These tools help clinicians by alerting them to the possibility
of adverse medication reactions, recommending therapies

that are specifically suited to each patient and identifying
anomalies in medical documentation38.

Revolutionizing drug research: The AI is revolutionizing drug
research and development by speeding up the discovery of
potential therapeutic agents, improving virtual screening
techniques for accurate compound identification. Additionally,
this  method  assists  in  adapting  current  medications  for
novel medical uses, speeding up the creation of treatments
and cutting expenses by utilizing already sanctioned drugs39.
Creating  new  medicines  is  one  area  where  AI  has  been
shown to be very beneficial40. Traditional drug development
is  a  costly  and  lengthy  process,  often  relying  on  trial  and
error. However, AI, particularly through machine learning and
deep learning techniques, can analyze vast quantities of
chemical and biological information. This analysis allows for
the creation of predictive models that can identify potential
new drugs with enhanced target specificity, therapeutic
efficacy and safety. By integrating AI into the early stages of
drug design, the speed of developing medications can be
increased and the associated costs can be significantly
lowered41.

Drug development relies heavily on virtual screening,
which  involves  the  exploration  of  enormous  chemical
libraries for compounds that may interact with a certain
pharmacological target. Artificial intelligence approaches like
machine learning and molecular docking improve virtual
screening by improving predictions of the binding affinity
between a drug candidate and its target42. Algorithms
developed by AI have the potential to improve molecular
dynamics simulations by better simulating protein-ligand
interactions and predicting the binding affinity of a drug
candidate to its target. Insights like this help evaluate a
compound’s therapeutic potential39. The AI methods like NLP
may be used to mine scholarly publications, patent databases
and healthcare information systems. Potential treatment
targets, biological pathways and innovative insights may be
mined from this data deluge by AI algorithms43,44.

The AI might be used to improve virtual screening
methods, streamline drug-repurposing processes and hasten
the discovery of new therapeutic candidates in the drug
development process45,46. Researchers in the pharmaceutical
industry may find it easier to navigate the vast chemical and
biological environment with the aid of AI’s data processing
abilities, leading to more efficient and less expensive drug
development47. To ensure the safety and efficacy of innovative
pharmaceuticals, clinical validation and experimental testing
are still necessary for AI-driven drug development, a joint
effort involving AI systems and human specialists.

7



Int. J. Pharmacol., 20 (1): 1-10, 2024

Future directions and opportunities: The AI holds the
potential to foster innovation and collaborative efforts in the
healthcare industry. As technology evolves, unveiling new
prospects, a variety of trends and possible advancements
could shape AI’s future role in numerous fields. Precision
medicine aims to tailor healthcare to individual patients,
taking into account their unique genetic profile, dietary habits
and environmental factors. The AI could be instrumental in
refining precision by analyzing vast amounts of patient data,
including genetic details, medical records and biomarker
measurements. The AI enables more precise predictions of
treatment outcomes, the creation of more effective
medications and the formulation of personalized care plans
for patients. As AI systems become more complex, the need
for human interpretation and explanation becomes
increasingly critical. If future AI models can rationalize their
decisions, doctors might be more inclined to embrace AI-
driven approaches.

AI in healthcare could revolutionize clinical practices with
real-time insights, tailored recommendations and automated
tasks, aiding healthcare professionals in delivering superior
patient care. The AI can reduce physicians’ administrative
burdens, allowing more time for patient interaction.

Advances in NLP enable AI to understand and respond to
human language. Progress may hinge on enhancing our
understanding of natural language to better communication
between medical professionals and AI systems. The AI-
powered voice assistants and chatbots, capable of patient
triage, medical record management and responding to
common inquiries, could boost efficiency and patient
experience48. The AI-enabled robotics and automation will
significantly impact healthcare, from drug administration and
surgical procedures to patient monitoring. Integrating AI with
robotic technology could enhance surgical outcomes, patient
satisfaction and pave the way for remote healthcare services.
The deployment of robots and automation in healthcare
promises increased efficiency, reduced human error and
broader access to medical services49.

For AI in healthcare to advance, collaboration among
universities, hospitals and pharmaceutical companies is
essential. Future efforts might focus on creating collaborative
networks and platforms to share anonymized patient data,
algorithms and research findings. Such collaboration could
accelerate discovery processes, increase the efficiency of AI
applications in therapeutic contexts and develop more
adaptable and robust AI models. As AI progresses, establishing
appropriate ethical and legal frameworks is vital. Addressing
ethical concerns, data privacy and best practices in AI
applications should be a priority. Policymakers, healthcare
practitioners, AI developers and patient advocacy groups must

work together to ensure that AI technologies are ethical,
transparent and patient-centric.

CONCLUSION

This review highlights the profound influence of AI in
reshaping numerous facets of healthcare. The article briefly
touches upon the myriad ways AI is poised to dramatically
alter the landscape of medical practice. It is observed that AI’s
most notable strengths lie in its ability to forecast, mine data
and recognize patterns. Suggested applications in healthcare
include support for clinical decisions, managing EHRs and
enhancing diagnostic processes, particularly in the fields of
radiology and pathology. The AI significantly boosts the
precision and speed of patient diagnosis, making a marked
impact in diagnostics and imaging. In the realm of treatment
planning and precision medicine, AI customizes treatments
based on individual genetic information, resulting in more
effective patient care. The integration of AI into EHRs
empowers predictive analytics and bolsters clinical decision-
making, thereby enhancing both healthcare delivery and
personalized treatment. The AI also plays a pivotal role in
revolutionizing drug discovery and development by
expediting these processes and cutting down costs.
Nonetheless, it is crucial to address ethical considerations, data
privacy issues and potential biases in AI applications.

SIGNIFICANCE STATEMENT

This review discusses the profound impact of Artificial
Intelligence (AI) in healthcare, with a focus on its role in
improving diagnostic accuracy and efficiency in fields like
radiology and pathology. The AI contributes to precision
medicine by creating personalized treatment plans based on
individual patient data and genetics, ultimately enhancing
clinical decision-making. The AI advancements were realized
by incorporating them into electronic health records, offering
the potential to transform drug discovery through the
application of sophisticated machine learning methods. This
emerging and swiftly developing field in science has the
potential to transform medicine and healthcare, offering a
bright and promising future.
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