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Abstract: The role played by certain physical barriers and chitinas
blister blight resistance to tea was investigated. The blister blight resis tea clone

SA-6 was due to higher amounts of epicuticular wax ,and increased thickness of

cuticle/epidermal layer, functioming as physical to hyphal penetration of
f palisade tissues
was observed in the resistant clone SA-6 through immunolocaliza dy. Both chitinase
t the constitutive level of chitinase

pared with the susceptible tea clone.

Exobasidium vexans. Higher quantum of chitinase in inte

assay as well as western blotting studies confirmed

expression was higher in the resistant clone when
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Introduction

The blister blight disease of tea 1s by far th
A distinct relationship exists betwee
blister blight disease (Venkataram,
The pathogen Exobasidium v

rious disease of tea (Arulpragasam, 1992).

e extent of disease incidence and amount of crop lost due to

8).

infects tender leaves and stems of tea. The spread of the
disease 1s highly dependent upon wea nditions (Agmhothrudu and Chandramouli, 1990;
1, 1991). The disease was favoured by relative humidity in the range
6). Recently, Sugha (1997) reported that £. vexans could survive on

hemical control measures can be limmted. Effective infection of the host plant by the
P i lex phenomenon mvolving a series of events that enable or deter the pathogen
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