




Eggs reach water and
hatch, releasing miracidia

Miracidia find and penetrate
snail host issue:
Bulinus  (S. haematobium)

Biomphalaria  (S. mansoni)

Oncomelania (S. japonicum)
Eggs in faces
(S. mansoni , S. japonicum)

Eggs in urine (S. haematobium)

Miracidia develop into
sporocysts through many
generations within the snail
hosts

Sporocysts develop into cercariae
and are released by snail host

Adult worms find a mate of the opposite sex
and migrate to:
C      S. mansoni and S. japonicum:
        mesenteric venules of bowl/rectum
C      S. haematobium: venous plexus
       of bladder

Schistosomiasis
Life cycle

Cercariae swim freely in the water

They find and penetrate a human or
Animal host

Schistosomulae enter circulation,
find the portal blood in the liver and
develop into adults

Cercariae lose their tails upon penetration
and become Schistosomulae
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